
MATA 2nd Convention 2026 Sets a New Benchmark in North America with a
Spectacular Celebration of Culture, Spirituality, Entertainment & Unity

Description

7,500+ Telugu Families. One Grand Celebration. One United Telugu Community

Greater Philadelphia Expo Center, Pennsylvania, USA:
The Mana American Telugu Association (MATA) 2nd Convention 2026 concluded on a historic note,
bringing together more than 7,500 Telugu families from across North America for an unforgettable two-
day celebration at the Greater Philadelphia Expo Center, Pennsylvania. Blending culture, spirituality,
entertainment, leadership, innovation, and community service, the convention emerged as one of the
largest and most vibrant Telugu gatherings ever organized in North America.
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A Star-Studded Celebration
The convention transformed into a grand festival of Telugu pride with the presence of some of the
biggest names from the entertainment industry.

Rockstar Devi Sri Prasad (DSP) delivered an electrifying live concert that had thousands of attendees
singing and dancing in celebration, while Ram Miriyalaâ??s live musical performance added another
unforgettable experience.

Popular film personalities Nikhil Siddhartha, Aishwarya Rajesh, legendary actress Jaya Prada,
Suman, Ali, Hollywood actor Vishy Ayyar, Shiva Reddy, Adhire Abhi, Sunami Sudhakar, Mimicry
Ramesh, and several other artists captivated audiences with their performances and interactive
sessions.

The celebrations were hosted by Nikhil Vijayendra Simha  on the Grand Banquet evening, while
Suma Kanakala and Pradeep Machiraju brought extraordinary energy and excitement to the main
convention day.
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Honoring Excellence and Lifetime Achievements
A special highlight of the convention was the presentation of the MATA Lifetime Achievement Award
to legendary actress Jaya Prada, preceded by a mesmerizing tribute by more than 30 classical
dancers. The convention also honored Dr. M. S. Reddy and Dr. Haranath Policherla with the
prestigious Pride of India Awards for their exceptional contributions to science, medicine, innovation,
and humanitarian service.
Recognizing outstanding leadership, innovation, service, and contributions to society, the MATA
Excellence Awards 2026 honored distinguished individuals across business, philanthropy,
entrepreneurship, arts, community service, humanitarian service, cinema, and global Telugu heritage.
The recipients included T. P. Srinivas Rao, Bhaskar Ganti, Sainath Karnati, Swathi Atluri, Damu
Gedala, Dr. Vijaya Bhasker Bolgam, Nageswara Rao Pujari, Raju Chamarthi, and Krishna
Maddipatla, whose remarkable achievements reflect MATAâ??s commitment to celebrating excellence
and inspiring future generations.
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Honoring Excellence and Lifetime Achievements
A special highlight of the convention was the presentation of the MATA Lifetime Achievement Award to
legendary actress Jaya Prada, preceded by a mesmerizing tribute by more than 30 classical dancers.
The convention also honored Dr. M. S. Reddy and Dr. Haranath Policherla with the prestigious Pride of
India Awards for their exceptional contributions to science, medicine, innovation, and humanitarian
service.

Recognizing outstanding leadership, innovation, service, and contributions to society, the MATA
Excellence Awards 2026 honored distinguished individuals across business, philanthropy,
entrepreneurship, arts, community service, humanitarian service, cinema, and global Telugu heritage.
The recipients included T. P. Srinivas Rao, Bhaskar Ganti, Sainath Karnati, Swathi Atluri, Damu
Gedala, Dr. Vijaya Bhasker Bolgam, Nageswara Rao Pujari, Raju Chamarthi, and Krishna Maddipatla,
whose remarkable achievements reflect MATAâ??s commitment to celebrating excellence and inspiring
future generations.
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Where Spirituality United Thousands

The convention delivered a powerful message of harmony by commencing the main celebrations with
joint prayers offered by an Imam, a Christian Pastor, and a Hindu Priest, symbolizing MATAâ??s
vision of unity beyond boundaries.

Thousands of devotees witnessed the magnificent Sri Sita Rama Shobha Yatra, followed by the
Bhadradri Sri Sita Rama Kalyanam and Pattabhishekam, recreating one of Telugu cultureâ??s most
cherished spiritual traditions on American soil.

A Platform for Knowledge, Leadership & Innovation

Beyond entertainment, MATA 2026 served as a hub for intellectual and professional engagement
through specialized forums on Leadership, Artificial Intelligence (AI), Business &
Entrepreneurship, Womenâ??s Empowerment, Healthcare, Legal Affairs, Politics, Literature,
and Youth Leadership & Networking.
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Interactive sessions, exhibitions, cultural showcases, and networking opportunities attracted
participants from diverse backgrounds, making the convention a true celebration of knowledge,
collaboration, and community.

One of the conventionâ??s most cherished cultural attractions, MATA Singing Star brought together
over 300 talented participants from across North America, with six exceptional finalists captivating the
audience through soulful performances that celebrated the richness of Telugu music, heritage, and
tradition. 

An Unforgettable Experience
The convention impressed attendees with its world-class stage production, immersive audio-visual
experience, spectacular lighting, seamless event management, and exceptional hospitality.
The Grand Banquet featured an elaborate spread of Telugu, Indian, and international cuisines,
receiving overwhelming appreciation and creating a memorable culinary experience alongside the
entertainment.
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Leadership That Made It Possible
The historic convention was successfully organized under the leadership of Ramana Kiran Duddagi
(President),Sreedhar Gudala (Convenor), Vijaya Bhaskar Kalal (General Secretary), Praveen Guduru
(EVP), and Kalyani Bellamkonda (Convention Coordinator) under the guidance of Srinivas Ganagoni
(Founder & AC Member), Pradeep Samala (Founder & AC Member) and Jithender Reddy (AC
Member). Their collective vision, dedication, and teamwork made this landmark event a resounding
success.
The Convention Core & Executive Committee consists of Tony Jannu (Co-Convenor), Damu Gedala
(Co-convenor), Nagesh Chilakapati (ED), Mahendar Narala (IVP), Shireesha Gundapuneni (Spiritual &
Membership Director) Swathi Atluri (Programs/Events Director), Sridhar Pentyala (Addâ??l Secretary),
Dr. Vijaya Bhasker Bolgam (India Coordinator), Prashant SriPerumbuduru (Publicity & Media Director),
Suresh Kajana (Sports Director). They were joined by the Chairs, Co-Chairs, Advisors of various
convention committees, and hundreds of dedicated committee members, and volunteers whose tireless
efforts, commitment, and teamwork made the convention a resounding success.
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An Unforgettable Experience

The convention impressed attendees with its world-class stage production, immersive audio-visual
experience, spectacular lighting, seamless event management, and exceptional hospitality.

The Grand Banquet featured an elaborate spread of Telugu, Indian, and international cuisines,
receiving overwhelming appreciation and creating a memorable culinary experience alongside the
entertainment.

Leadership That Made It Possible

The historic convention was successfully organized under the leadership of Ramana Kiran Duddagi
(President),Sreedhar Gudala (Convenor), Vijaya Bhaskar Kalal (General Secretary), Praveen
Guduru (EVP), and Kalyani Bellamkonda (Convention Coordinator) under the guidance of Srinivas
Ganagoni (Founder & AC Member), Pradeep Samala (Founder & AC Member) and Jithender
Reddy (AC Member). Their collective vision, dedication, and teamwork made this landmark event a
resounding success.

A Celebration That Strengthened the Global Telugu Family

More than just a convention, MATA 2nd Convention 2026 became a celebration of Seva (Service),
Samskruthi (Culture), and Samanathvam (Equality), uniting thousands of Telugu families under one
roof and reaffirming the strength, heritage, and shared identity of the global Telugu community.

With 7,500+ attendees, world-class entertainment, inspiring leadership forums, grand spiritual
celebrations, prestigious awards, and unparalleled hospitality, MATA 2026 has set a new
benchmark for Telugu conventions in North Americaâ??creating memories, strengthening
bonds, and inspiring generations to come.

Photo Album: https://tinyurl.com/mata-2ndconvention-photos
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